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Rector's Report

Dear Brothers and Sisters:

The Apostle Paul writes to the Philippian church,
exhorting them to live in a way that is consistent with
what God has accomplished in Jesus Christ. I love this
section from Philippians 2:14-16, because in it Paul gives
a clear vision for what it means to live as Christians in a
"crooked and twisted generation."

"Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you
may be blameless and innocent, children of God, without
blemish, in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world, holding fast to the word of life..."

He tells the church to be blameless and innocent as
children of our Holy God (family resemblance!) and that
as we allow the Holy Spirit to work in us, we WILL
shine as lights in the world.

The key to this family resemblance is "holding fast to the
word of life." I said in a recent sermon on Acts, "If our
preaching isn’t about Jesus, we have failed and should be
pitied. No other news is relevant to our eternal destiny.
No preacher has anything else to offer: charisma, charm,
cleverness, visions, dreams, strategies…none of these
are solid food which encourages us with truth, faith,
hope, and love." The past year has been so encouraging
as we have held fast to the word of life, and the Lord of
life!

Right: Monday Night
Family Ministry

The year of our Lord 2022 was marked by growth, with
a slow start after the worst of the pandemic. We
restarted meeting on Sunday mornings and are
welcoming more people to in-person services, while
maintaining a Zoom livestream for those who cannot be
physically present. It's wonderful to witness God rebuild
close community after the frustration of digital-only
gatherings. I'm grateful for the many new people visiting
and staying at SJR over the past year.

Two new initiatives have borne fruit that continues to
grow in 2023:

a)Monday Night Family Ministry. Starting last
Fall, families with elementary-aged children in SJR and
their friends met every two weeks at the church for
games, then a fabulous potluck dinner, some teaching,
and then a short compline service with music. The big
teaching topic last fall was 'The Bible.' This is a truly
home-grown, authentic, multi-generational, missional
community that is a very welcoming place for those who
do not yet know the Lord Jesus. It is also a key part of
what we seek to do at SJR: to live out the gospel in life
and lip as a 'community of contrast' to the culture
around us. Many thanks to Krista, Penny, Rosanna, and
Friecca who have poured prayer, vision, time and energy
into this growing and vital ministry.
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Baptism
Melissa Noelle Carter,
December 11th, 2022

Synod was also significant because Dan Gifford was
Installed as our new Diocesan Bishop. He is clear on the
gospel, is building on the good foundation laid by Bishop
Charlie Masters, and is zealous that ANiC churches hold
fast to the word of life, and shine as lights in the world.
He asked me a bit earlier in the year to become the
Diocesan Ordination Chaplain (DOC), overseeing the
discernment and examination process for those whom
the church sees as being gifted and fit for ministry as
clergy. So I was introduced at Synod - as "DOCtor
Love." This has become a significant project for me,
involving almost 30 people across Canada who desire to
serve Christ in this way. Not everyone should be clergy,
though, and we believe in the ministry of all believers,
which is why Lay Reader Training is so important!
Training all Christians for ministry is more strategic than
ordaining a few people.

I'm grateful for the SJR Directors, who have helped,
wisely, to oversee and protect the ministry of the gospel
at SJR in a challenging year. I'm grateful for God's
financial provision through the generosity of so many.
I'm grateful for Guy and his persistent eager service to
me and to you as he serves the Lord Jesus. I'm grateful
for Krista and Nathan's selfless excellence and grace to
us on Sunday mornings, both musically and
technologically. I'm grateful for Penny's creativity and
faithfulness to me and to the children and youth. I'm
grateful for Ann Isaacs and Friecca Kurniawan, who as
Treasurer and Bookkeeper have done stellar work in
the past few years keeping us financially organized. And
I'm grateful for Chris Wright, who so ably took over
several regular duties last summer so I could vacation
without worry.

b) Tuesday Night Home Group Bible Study.
We started this group in the Summer of 2022 as a way
to go deeper into the Apostles' Creed, our sermon
series. A co-ed in-person Bible study has grown out of it
and continues in 2023. We review the past Sunday's
sermon, and then study the next text that will be
preached on. The time ends in prayer for one another.
This is an engaging and joyful way for us, during the
week, to hold fast to the word of life.

In 2022 we continued to grow in the gospel through
several other small groups, for women, men, and
children. The Children's ministry continued through the
year, in-person from the time of our re-start in
February. In the past few weeks I've asked some children
who are new to us, who were in the children's ministry
on a Sunday morning, what they thought of it. One said:
"I want to come back next week." The other said: "Did
you invent that?" (meaning, who was it that created
God's Big Story?). Many thanks to all those who are
regularly helping and teaching the kids on Sundays; these
gatherings are not just a "class" or "Sunday school" but
the church, gathered around the word of God and the
person of Jesus Christ.

In the Fall of 2022 we began a youth group, meeting a
few times on Sunday mornings. It is a small group and it
has been hard to coordinate times where all the youth
can gather, but it is important that the youth know that
they are loved, and that we are investing in them. We
have more to do in this area, and I want you to pray for
the youth, for leaders, and opportunities to grow in the
gospel.

At our Annual Clergy Retreat (May 2022) I was asked by
Bishop Dan to share about how the Pandemic had
affected me and how Jesus helped me in the midst of it.
As I reflected, I realized that I was grieving six different
things, from the impact of COVID on our church
gatherings, to the death of my Mom. I shared them all,
and how the gospel speaks into each of them. It was a
healing mercy to be able to share candidly in this way.

I'm grateful for the Lay Readers, and their Warden, Gail
Munich, who have taken on much responsibility both
with Wednesday Morning Prayer, and on Sunday
mornings, as service leaders and preachers. One of the
highlights of the year was being at ANiC Synod in
Ottawa and presenting, with Guy, Chris, and Sarah,
(with David Jones' support) the Lay Reader Training
Course to the entire delegation.

Right: Sean and Guy at the Clergy Retreat at
Malibu Camp, May 2022.



IN MEMORIAM

“I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” Matthew 10:25-26

SJR MEMBERS

Fred Scott August 12, 2022
John Watts November 18, 2022

FAMILY AND FRIENDS BEYOND SJR

Peter Cheung (John Cheung's brother) March 3, 2022
Donald J. McIntosh (Chris Wright's mother's spouse) September 1, 2022
Lilieta 'Lati' Saliya Bhan (Chris Wright's sister-in-law's mother) December 7, 2022
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"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let
your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is
at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." (Phil.
4:4-7)

I continue to pray for us as God's children, that these
attributes of reasonabless, prayerfulness, peace and joy
will shine out from us in a dark world as we cling to the
word of life and the Lord of all.

Respectfully Submitted, Rev. Sean Love

above: the youth group examining the "Roadmap
to Life in Jesus" in the Gospel of John
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To you has been given the secret of the kingdom of God
… the sower sows the Word - Mark 4.11,14

According to Jesus, the seed of the KingdomofGod - that
which causes it to be established here on earth in hearts
and minds, is the ‘seed’ of His Word: read, taught,
preached, seen, learned, celebrated, and received -
“inwardly digested” as the Prayer Book calls it. This past
year of 2022, according to the standards of the New
Testament parable quoted above, the seed fell on hard
ground, on shallow ground, on ground where it was
chocked-out, and on good ground where it took deep
root.

The basic work in which we are all engaged as a parish
Church is to contribute in making hard, shallow, and
weedy hearts soft, deep and clean - ready for the seed of
the Word. This is Great, Grand, and Glorious labour, a
partnership both one with another, and especially with
God. AnAnnual Report will cast a critical eye backwards,
considering how, where, and with whom this vital work
has been progressing, indeed, how it could be improved.
The Report looks forward too, imagining how, where,
and with whom our God will lead us, in sowing and
reaping the harvest of His Word, through the Gospel.
God is able, affirms St Paul, “to do far more abundantly
than all we might ask, or imagine” (Eph 3.20) - a verse
which I assure you often keeps me awake past my
bedtime, for it informs both these forward and backward
perspectives!

Looking back at 2022 I’m very much put in mind of some
more verses from Ephesians, as St. Paul lays out for the
Church in that city the ‘essential purpose’ of the Gospel
ministry which Jesus has enabled: “Christ ascended far
above the heavens,’ he writes, “and He gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastor-teachers, to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up
the body of Christ.” This past year I’ve been just
captivated by the opportunities God has granted to do
this:

- There were sermons on Sundays and Wednesdays. I
wish I had been more faithful to the texts.

- Sean and I both presented material to young and soon-
to-be ordained ministers at the first “Increase”
Conference held in April. The most notable moment for
me was when during a panel discussion after the talks I
was asked what I’d say to someone who came to me and
said, “I’d like to get ordained.” I told the Conference that
I’d say, “Don’t do it …..; unless you must.” Some push
back ensued, since the purpose of the gathering was to
interest young adults in the Ministry! But I stand by my
response.

- We both were able as well to replace Dan Gifford (he
had to pull out, with COViD) and we spoke at the Clergy
Retreat inMay. Seanwas quite brilliant speaking of 6ways
he is grieving, and how the Gospel answers the heart in
each one.

- Lastly, our Lay Reader Training Course has caught the
eye of the ANiC bishops, and Sean and I presented it to
the Diocese at the November synod in Ottawa. In fact,
twoof our Lay Readers - Sarah Fleming andChrisWright
- were synod delegates, and added their own personal
reflections on the Course. David Jones was there as well
as a ‘Visitor / Observer’ making sure we spoke the truth
in love! The response was really positive and, happily,
several parishes have begun the Course this New Year.

Looking ahead as I write:

- Plans are starting to take shape as we begin to craft a
week-long, evangelistic Mission in Holy Week with
Bishop Charlie Masters. We anticipate God planting new
seed in our midst and, slowly-but-surely, bringing fruitful
growth where was none before, in hearts and minds
within our parish family and those whom we invite.

- Our Rector begins a well-deserved 3 month Sabbatical
Leave in April. I reckon the Spring-time is just perfect for
Sean to rest, reflect, study, and re-imagine some new
depth and dimension to their ministry with us. Our Lay
Readerswill helpme, the Staff, andDirectorswith follow-
up from theMission, andwith the regularministries of the
parish until July, when they return.

- In the Fall, the Diocese will gather her leaders at Synod.
This year we will elect a ‘Western Bishop’, since Dan
Gifford will be relocating to Ontario. As our Senior
Bishop it’s best forDan to be there, and sowe need a new
bishop to give servant leadership to clergy and parishes in
BC, AB, SK, and MB.

DOplease pray forGod’sWord to bear fruit, andHis will
to be done, in all 3 of these exciting new ventures!

Truly, we have been privileged, Sean and I, and the Lay
Readers, to share in ‘equipping the saints’ in these many
ways. I am most grateful for God’s blessing, as we grow
the Gospel with you here at SJR, making good ground for
the Word to take deep root, and bring forth abundant
fruit, to God’s Glory. It is the pleasure of my life so far,
to be ministering here with you.

Respectfully submitted, Guy Bellerby

Associate Minister's Report



On the tech side

Powerpoint: I’m grateful for those who’ve faithfully
served by running the powerpoint on Sundays. This
(they will tell you) is not a hard job, but it is needed.
We have 4 regular volunteers right now, and would
benefit by one more person able to serve about once a
month.

Zoom hosting: I’m also grateful for these 5 people.
We could use one more person to help. The ease of
this job depends on how familiar you are with Mac
laptops and the zoom program itself. We can provide a
written guide and one-on-one training tailored to fit
your needs and flexible to your schedule. You’ll also get
paired with a zoom host until you feel ready to take it
on yourself. The commitment (once trained) is once a
month.

Sound board: We currently have only one person
regularly serving on sound and we are very grateful for
his help. But this leaves our church services in a fragile
spot if he gets sick or is away. If anyone has prior
experience with sound equipment (even basic) talk to
me to see how you might help.

Summary
Keep singing out on Sundays St. John’s Richmond!
When we show up, either on zoom or in person, other
people can see that we’ve come, and they can hear us.
And this can become encouragement in so far as it
implies some interest in Jesus - from beginning curiousity
about His claims, to trust in Him, to love. And your
trust in Jesus encourages others to trust Him more. This
is a wonderful side effect of worship, which is at its heart
only offered to One person. And if God is not
particularly interested in our musical skill, what IS He
interested in when we sing together?

Respectfully submitted, Krista Carter
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Music Minister's Report

Events
We tend to have something special musically at the
high seasons of the Church year, including Holy
Week and Easter, Advent and Christmas, usually
involving ensembles or a choir. This advent included
having Karen May, a friend from St. John’s Vancouver
(our mother church) and flutist, come add her
melodies to our Advent Lessons and Carols service.
As well, the week before Christmas a small group of
us went to Brighouse Station and sang Christmas
carols to those waiting for buses or just passing by. I
took my grandpa’s little accordion and we seemed to
be well received - it was invigorating to sing of Christ
in public. And at the end of our Monday Night Family
Ministry time we do a brief version of compline that
includes singing with simple guitar and cajon
accompaniment.

Repertoire
Our repertoire includes a range of songs, from a few
gospel styled ones (Father Let your Kingdom Come,
by Porter’s Gate), to ancient hymns of the church (O
Come, O Come Emmanuel from the 1000’s), newly
composed hymns (Christ is mine forevermore, by
Cityalight), including those broadly grouped as
‘contemporary worship’ songs (My Worth is Not in
What I Own, by Graham Kendrick). In all, we’ve
tried about 16 new songs this past year. Several of us
began compiling our song repertoire into binders
during 2022 but this project is still under
construction.

Dec 18th, 2022. Nine
Lessons and Carols
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Children's Ministry

above: painting the Advent Banner at Family Night

right: the Teaching Wall in the children's ministry space

below: Response Time on a Sunday morning



SJR is committed to supporting the work of mission
partners domestically and internationally. Part of
our support is in the form of prayer and regular
updates, ideally from people representing the work
of these partners. Part of our support is financial.
Our goal is to be generous as God has been
generous to us, and to remember the needs of
those with whom we have relationship wherever
they are in the world.

In 2022, along with our four primary mission
partners, we continued our support of Kaja Bakken
in her evangelism and discipleship work with
University Christian Mission at UBC, until the end
of the Winter Term.

We are thankful to the members of the Outreach
Committee in 2022 for their wisdom and vision:
Marion Price, Sarah Fleming, Tracey Larter, Louise
McConaghy, Gordon and Sonja Lageweg, Martha
Labadie, and Melody Shi.

In 2022 we financially supported our four primary
mission partners:

Ratanak International (Cambodia)

Two parishes on Roatan (Honduras)

Vancouver Airport Chaplaincy

Artizo Institute

Plus, we supported:

Kaja Bakken (UCM at UBC)

We continue to support the ministry of the Anglican
Network in Canada through a percentage of our
annual budget.
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Outreach Report

Nominating Committee Report

The Nominating Committee recommends to the 2023 Annual Vestry Meeting the following list of nominees for
Directors. This year there are three Nominees: Nathan Carter, Doug Workman, and Mary Jensen, each for an
initial two year term. The Rector has also appointed Sheldon Yu as Treasurer. We are thankful for the inestimable
contributions of Tracey Larter, David Jones, and Julie Wong, who have all served on Directors for 4 years, and for
Hope Wells, who has served a two year term. The maximum consecutive term is 4 years (two 2-year terms).

We are also thankful for Ann Isaacs, who served as Treasurer for a two year term.

The Nominating Committee also recommends the three Nominees for Lay Delegates, and Alternate Lay
Delegate, to ANiC Synod (November 2023).
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2022 2021
INCOME
    Offerings
            General Offerings 201,746.08 192,601.93

            Special Offerings
               Facility transition 4,313.76 1,613.92
               Memorial offering 0.00 5,000.00
              Total Special offering 4,313.76 6,613.92

         Total Receipted Offerings 206,059.84 199,215.85

         Open offerings - non-receipted 1,935.00 215.00

         Gift from other registered charities 10,865.25 7,303.00

      Total Offerings 218,860.09 206,733.85

      Interest (Bank) income 93.39 7.30

TOTAL INCOME 218,953.48 206,741.15

EXPENSES
   Wages + Benefits 142,825.60 133,171.45

   Program Expenses
      Discretionary 2,128.66 134.96

      Sunday Service Ministries 992.13 564.71

      Other Congregational Ministries
         Picnic/Gatherings 69.03 0.00
         Children's Ministry 343.54 177.44
         Adult Ministry 169.67 107.28
         Conference/Retreat 87.75 0.00
      Total Other Congregational Ministries 908.06 284.72

      Episcopal Oversight
         Synod 5,661.01 65.48
         Tithe to ANiC 12,200.00 12,200.00
      Total Episcopal Oversight 17,861.01 12,265.48

      Missions + Outreach
         Local Outreach Activities 0.00 107.62
         Missions - Other Expenses 2,993.49 0.00
         Missions - External Organizations 4,000.00 10,000.00
      Total Missions + Outreach 6,993.49 10,107.62

      Professional Development 773.09 40.95

      Building & Grounds 27,600.00 22,875.00

   Total Program Expenses 57,256.44 46,273.44

   Transition Expenses 4,313.76 1,613.92

   Administration Expenses 7,345.15 6,065.16

TOTAL EXPENSES 211,740.95 187,123.97

PROFIT 7,212.53 19,617.18

Note:  Not included as income, are deferred revenue awaiting expenditure (please see Note 2 on the Statement of Financial Position). 

St. John's Richmond Church
Statement of Operations  - UNAUDITED

for the fiscal year ended December 31
in Canadian dollars
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2022 2021
Assets
   Current Assets
      Cash and Cash Equivalent 68,609.13 108,214.66
      Other Receivables 1,093.40 778.04
      Prepayments 1,873.00 1,813.00
      Short-term investments (Note 1) 50,000.00 0.00
   Total Current Assets 121,575.53 110,805.70
Total Assets 121,575.53 110,805.70

Liabilities and Equity
   Liabilities
      Current Liabilities
         Accounts Payable (A/P) 876.61 695.20
         Other Accounts Payable 83.14 0.00
         Deferred Revenue (Note 2) 48,850.79 45,558.04
      Total Current Liabilities 49,810.54 46,253.24
   Total Liabilities 49,810.54 46,253.24

   Equity
      Retained Earnings 64,552.46 44,935.28
      Profit for the year 7,212.53 19,617.18
   Total Equity 71,764.99 64,552.46
Total Liabilities and Equity 121,575.53 110,805.70

Notes:-
1) Short-Term investments include the remaining balance of the 2021 Memorial fund and other monies 
    available for short term investment.
2) Deferred revenue includes the balance of the transition fund, tape conversion project of old sermons,
    sound equipment/training and 2021 Memorial gift.

St. John's Richmond Church
Statement of Financial Position - UNAUDITED

As of December 31
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