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Where we are at SJR: a boundary geographically (moving to a different time and/or venue), but also a boundary between past and future. Choice: faith or fear.

The title of the book comes from the Greek for second law but its more like a reapplication of the law to new circumstances. 

· There is no physical action in the book of DT. The Hebrew title is “these are the words”, and it is entirely the words of Moses, the words God had given him. He doesn’t stop talking until the final chapter. He reapplies the instruction of God first given in Exodus, but with motivation and exhortation: he preaches it.  

· If you have done any formal study of the Bible, you know that Deuteronomic history begins here and follows until 2nd kings: the concern of deuteronomic history is how well and how poorly the rulers, leaders, and people kept the Toarh transmitted by Moses.

DT also a book on the boundary: not just a geographical one, but the boundary between past and future. DRUMHELLER: LAYERS OF ROCK: geological record. The first three chapters of Deuteronomy are like a database, a living record, of God's faithfulness. The past has also established a record of his peoples’ fear. They fear the future and its imagined difficulties even when the past has demonstrated they can trust the promises of God.

The problem for the people of God in Deuteronomy is not just pride and self-assertion like in Gen 3, but sloth, fearfulness, and anxiety. They have been unwilling to risk. They have been unwilling to enter the PL on God's terms. Fear and anxiety will not get you across the border into the new land. 

And so we come to chapter 4. This is the 40th year since release from the iron furnace of Egypt.

Here at the edge: 

· an opportunity to reverse the disastrous decision to refuse to enter the land

· A test to see if his people are truly loyal: God not interested in anemic cowardly faith, but unambiguous, drastic dependence. 

· This part of the bible isn’t just the story of the struggle for land of Israel but a struggle for the soul of Israel.

This is time for a very important speech. Time for a sermon. And what does God, through Moses, say to his people gathered at the edge of the PL? 


well, you would expect a few words of advice about 



how to enter the PL



what luggage they could carry



the amount of food they would need to pack



what they could abandon in the wilderness


or maybe an encouraging, uplifting speech about how much they had learned 


over the past 40 years and how faithful they had become 

But what we have in Deut 4 is an exhortation to remember and to keep the instruction of God in the PL. 4.1: READ

Look down at 4.5: READ

This is where the law should be restated. But that's not until ch 5. It turns out that The heart of chapter 4 is a warning against idolatry.


Basically, Moses gives a sermon on the second commandment.



READ 16, 23-24.

Why? Why give a sermon on a commandment before he even restates the ten Commandments in Ch 5? And why this commandment and no other? 

Reason: The deepest strata of sin is to worship and serve something or someone else besides God. Temptation in Gen 3: to worship self, to be like god. Israel had trouble with idolatry in the past (Golden calf), and would now be entering a land saturated with idols. Very important: the order here reinforces the reality that idolatry comes before immorality. Moses does not simply deliver the Ten Commandments and hope that Israel will be moral; he dives far deeper. He knows that a deficient understanding of the living God will lead to a lack of fidelity, a catastrophic failure of the people to live the way they were made to live.
A word about idols. We are not inclined, perhaps, to worship birds or fish. So what does idolatry look like today? Idols are things or ideas that replace or reduce God. idols are things or ideas that replace or reduce God. They either act as substitutes for God, or diminish him in some way. 


When an idol replaces, it is something or someone who stands in the place of God in our lives and desires. It is the thing or person or state you must have. You will justify having it, even at great cost. 


When an idol reduces, it eliminates the transcendence of God. Take the number 17. What kind of number is it? Prime. Irreducible. Idols or images dissolve the mystery of God, reducing and boxing him into a deity that we can control. My brother in law asked if more people would come to SJR because it's 2012. Well, that's idolatry, isn’t it? They would be coming for the wrong reason, treating God as a talisman, a rabbit's foot, a magical form of insurance against the end of the world.

Let me say one more thing about idols: they attract. READ v19. They dazzle. They have power. if it’s not deeply attractive to you, it's not an idol. 



If it's not seductive, it's not an idol. But make no mistake, the human heart is, as Calvin wrote, an idol factory, and will replace God with anything. Hockey. Model trains. Shopping. TV. Boyfriends. Idolatry relocates the hope we ought to have in God and places it in something else. Andy Crouch wrote an essay about the late Steve Jobs: Jobs was extraordinary in many ways, “But his most singular quality was his ability to articulate a perfectly secular form of hope. Nothing exemplifies that ability more than Apple's early logo, which slapped a rainbow on the very archetype of human fallenness and failure—the bitten fruit—and turned it into a sign of promise and progress.”

There are dangers for us, as we transition, that we could fall into collective idolatry instead of prayer: as the body of Christ we must not, for example, make an idol of comfort, which leads to fear and resistance to change. We must not make an idol of doing it all ourselves: not asking for help from others in the community. We must not make an idol out of what seems impossible, which will allow us only to see the possibilities that we can imagine in human terms.
Moses speaks of three realities that combat idolatry. They applied then, and they apply now.

· The reality of the word 

· How he reveals himself 4.12, 15 Great stress placed upon his word. How we know him.

· At Sinai God heard but not seen: no direct vision but a verbal revelation of God's mind and will. Chris wright comments: “Sinai was a cosmic AV experience, but it was the audio that mattered.”

· Idols: issue isn’t between visible and invisible, but between visible and audible. Idols have form but do not speak, YHWH has no form, but speaks, decisively. Idols are visible but silent, YHWH is invisible but eloquent: speaks words of promise, demand, gift, claim.

· “Deuteronomy is a book for people following a purposeful God” Chris Wright and that purpose is expressed in his word.
· The reality of election
· Israel meant to be distinctive, they were chosen to be a people through which all nations would be blessed. 4.20, 23 READ

· but that he forms a people who are different, with a distinctive way of life, social order, dynamic of worship.

· But this distinctiveness was at risk when enticed by idolatry of other nations; the Israelites would lose their primary distinctiveness and be scattered among those nations they were supposed to be separate from

· The reality of uniqueness
· Inconceivable that you could worship another, or me alongside another.

· Vv32-40 v34 - 35 READ

· Canada wants us to be relativistic and syncretistic.

· 39 READ

· Summarize: his uniqueness is his love actively at work in Israel. Barth calls it a unique uniqueness.

So, this is Moses’ challenge to the people of God at the boundary. We are at our own boundary. What is the shape of the god you worship and serve? Making an alternative god, and idol, isn’t just a bad idea, it brings the judgment of God, for the LORD is a jealous God. READ v1

Amen

