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 Gospel Toolkit 
Step 1  PRAY

Pray before you start.

Step 2  READ AND WRITE AND SUMMARIZE THE STORY

Read the passage straight through. Write or type the passage out line by line—one main idea per line, removing chapter and verse breaks.  

Summarize the story in the passage.  Divide the passage into sections or scenes -noting the verse.  Look for changes in location or in who is speaking to determine the scenes or breaks within a scene.

Step 3  WORDS

Look at the words carefully.  Underline, circle, box and highlight (different colors help) words that seem important. Note also:

· repetition

· connecting words: “therefore”, “because”, “for”, “so that”, “what then shall we say?”

· contrasting words or phrases:  “but”, “or”

· time references

· motion words (verbs)  (who is it that is doing the actions?) (which verbs are passive and who do they apply to?)
· commands

· Tone and feel:  emotive words, 

· Look for poetic imagery,  metaphors, similes and parallelism .  These are not to be read literally but figuratively. 
· Big Bible Words (i.e. Salvation, Kingdom, Faith, Rest, Justification, Atonement, etc.)

· Note any Quotes or References to elsewhere in the Bible

Step 4  ASK QUESTIONS OF THE TEXT: The 5W’s  (Who, What, Where, When Why)

For the narrative passages ask the following questions, if applicable.

· Characters - Who are the main people? How do they relate to each other? Are there any contrasts and parallels in characters and their actions or decisions.
· Timing – Note when something is happening and how time passes. Is the timing of an event significant? Does time slow down or speed up?
· Geography - Where is the event happening? Note any significance of the setting. Note any movement between places.
· Plot - What is happening?  Identify the problem/tension, the turning point and the resolution. Are there any surprises?
· Dialogue - What is being said and by whom? Who is the audience? What does it accomplish in the passage?

· Other Questions
· Are there any comments from narrator?

· Does God speak?

· Things that do not make sense

For any speeches or dialogue ask the following questions, if applicable.  Who is speaking?  To whom are they speaking?  When and where did the speech occur? Why was it given? What was the response of the audience?
For a parable ask the following questions, if applicable. To whom is Jesus speaking? In what context is he telling the parable? Where? When? Why? Is it in answer to someone’s question? Assign the earthly elements/characters/objects to their spiritual counterparts. 

Step 5  CONTEXT

Immediate Context: Look at the passages directly before and after your passage. What does the immediate context contribute to the meaning? Does it change the meaning of your text?
Book Context: Think about how your passage fits into the context of the whole Gospel. How does your passage contribute to the overarching message of the whole book? 

Step 6  BIBLICAL THEMES 

Now begin to consider this text in the overall (‘macro’) story of God's redemption which unfolds from Genesis to Revelation - that is, the gospel shape of the whole Bible. 

· Consider any Big Bible words you identified in Step 3.
· Look for any preview/fulfillment of OT themes

· What does it tell me about God and his purposes in the world?

· What does it reveal about humanity and how we relate to God?

· In what way does this passage tell or mirror the gospel story?
· What is this texts unique contribution to the Bible?

Step 7   STRUCTURE

Take your outline or summary and look for ways to group together common ideas. 

Give each section a heading. This is what we call the structure. 

Step 8  MAIN IDEA

Having done all the steps above we can now ask  “What is the Main Idea of the story? Don’t make the main idea so general it could be applied to any passage (God loves me) but specific to the passage and taking in account its unique contribution to scripture.  Typically, the main idea does not center around what you should do but around God.

Step 9  Implication / Application / Challenge
Now think about how the main teaching of the passage applies to you.  As Christians who live after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, what are the implications and applications of this passage? Ask:

· What does God want me to learn/think/believe?

· What does God want me to do or not do?

· What can I praise God for?

· What challenges me/disturbs me/gives me joy in this passage?

· Why does it matter for me or others?
Step 10  PRAY

Finish up by praying in light of what you have learned.  Pray in praise for who God is and what He has done.  Ask God to help you apply this to your life.  

